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This test should be done after Literacy and Language Year 5, Unit 2 has been taught as it covers the grammar and punctuation concepts of the National Curriculum Grammar Appendix covered in Units 1–2 of Literacy and Language, plus vocabulary. In addition some grammar and punctuation concepts from earlier years of the National Curriculum Grammar Appendix are included.

It will start to familiarize children with the type of questions they will meet in the English Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling Test in Year 6 and provide you with information about how well children understand the concepts being tested.

The Test is a Word file so you can customize it should you wish your children to have more practice on certain areas of grammar, punctuation or vocabulary.

Award one mark for each question answered correctly.
Year 5 Test 1   Grammar, Punctuation and Vocabulary
Name: ___________________________________ 

Class: ____________________

40 Questions in total

You have 40 minutes to answer these questions.

1.
Underline the three words in the sentence below that should start with a capital letter.


ben is looking forward to the school trip to london on friday.

2.
Tick one word to complete the sentence below so that it is grammatically correct.


Yesterday, Sam  ___________ the winning goal.


score 



scoring




scored 




scores


3.
Circle the correct punctuation mark for the end of the sentence below.


Can you come to my party

 !     .     ?  

4.    Which sentence uses commas correctly to separate items in a list? Tick a box.

I bought apples, bananas, nuts and some ice cream.  


I bought apples bananas, nuts, and some ice cream.  


I bought apples, bananas, nuts and some, ice cream.  

5.
Change the question in the table below into a command.


Write the command in the box.

	Question
	Command

	Can you stand up?
	


6.
Circle the most suitable conjunction to complete the sentence below.


Aneena took her dog to the vet ___________  he was limping.


so       and       or       because

7.
Which sentence uses the correct plural?


Both my foots were sore after running so far.



Three mouse ran across the floor.




The fish were all put into the tank.


Lots of man were waiting for the bus.

8.
Circle the contractions with the apostrophe in the correct place.


your’e       y’oure       you’re       
 they’ve       theyv’e       theyve’


wo’nt       wont’       won’t         
couldn’t       couldnt’       could’nt

9.
The boy walked slowly up to the door and rang the bell.


Put a tick in each row to show whether each underlined word in the sentence is a verb or an adverb.

	Word from the sentence
	Verb
	Adverb

	walked
	
	

	slowly
	
	

	rang
	
	


10.
Circle the three words that belong to the same word family.


teach       school       reach       teacher       learning       teaching       homework

11.
Underline the noun phrase in the sentence below.


The flashing blue light meant that the police were on their way.

12.
Read each root word and definition and then add the 
suffix -ful or -less to the root word so that the definition 
makes sense. The first one has been done for you.


Root word           
Definition

heartless
cruel


joy_____
happy


price______
very valuable


pain______
causing pain

13.
Put a tick in each row to show whether the correct determiner is a or an for each word. 
	a
	an
	Word

	
	
	elephant

	
	
	fruit

	
	
	sign

	
	
	idea


14.
Circle the preposition in each of the sentences below.


The firefighter climbed up the ladder.


Luke hid behind the curtains.


The frog sat with the newt and the toad.

15.
Underline the correct pronouns to complete the sentence below.


The queen left her / his / their seat and walked over to the winners to present them / him / her with they / their / your medals.

16.
Read the passage below. Change all the verbs from the present tense to the past tense. The first one has been done for you.





Jess knows that this is her last chance to score a goal. If she fails, the other team will win the match. 


17.
Insert the missing inverted commas in the sentence below.


I’m  sure  there  were  more  than  three  cakes  in  this  tin  before  I  went  to  work,  said  Mum  suspiciously.

18.
Put a tick in each row to show whether the main clause or the subordinate clause is in bold.


One has been done for you.

	
	Main clause
	Subordinate clause

	When I got home, there was a stranger talking to my dad.
	
	(

	Some friends came home with me because it was my birthday.
	
	

	The clown, who turned out to be my uncle, made us laugh all afternoon.
	
	

	This town, where I live, has been here for hundreds of years.
	
	


19.
Circle the fronted adverbial in the sentence below.


Later that evening, I didn’t feel quite so brave.

20.
Which of these sentences are exclamations? Tick two.


Help!





Can we go now?




I’d like some pizza for tea. 


I can’t believe it!

21.
Read the sentences below. Put a tick to show whether each apostrophe shows a contraction (missing letters) or possession (that something belongs to someone or something).

	Sentence
	Apostrophe to show missing letters
	Apostrophe to show possession

	I think that bike is Hannah’s.
	
	

	We can’t go home just yet.
	
	

	That film wasn’t as good as I thought it would be.
	
	

	The dog’s bed was full of crumbs.
	
	


22.
Circle the correct words to complete the sentence below.


Freds / Fred’s pet lizard sat under the heat lamp and caught flies 
with its / it’s long sticky tongue. 

23.
Put a tick in each row to show whether the word is a noun or a verb. One has been done for you.

	
	Noun
	Verb

	sing
	
	(

	chair
	
	

	music
	
	

	give
	
	


24.
Write a question beginning with the words below.


How long ______________________________________________________

25.
Replace the word ‘said’ in the sentence below. 

“Help!” said the stranger as he sank into the mud.
Choose a suitable word and write it in the box.



26.  Circle the correct form of the verb in brackets to complete each sentence below in Standard English.

                      (was / were)


The kittens ______________ tiny.

    (did / done)


I ___________ a swimming test today.

      (go / goes)


We _________ to school together.

27.
Which of the sentences below uses an apostrophe correctly?


In our team, all the boys t-shirt’s were green.



In our team, all the boys’ t-shirts were green.



In our team, all the boy’s t-shirts were green.


28.
Put a tick in each row to show whether the main clause or the relative clause is in bold.


One has been done for you.

	
	Main clause
	Relative clause

	My birthday present was a skateboard, which was just what I wanted.
	(
	

	There was a woman running round the field who won a medal in the Olympics.
	
	

	The driver, whose car was parked on the other side of the road, shouted and waved at us.
	
	

	This is my bedroom where I make my models.
	
	


29.
Which of the sentences below has a comma in the correct place for a fronted adverbial?


Before, we begin make sure your team know what to do. 


Before we, begin make sure your team know what to do.



Before we begin, make sure your team know what to do.


30.
Underline the two possessive pronouns in the sentence below.


My mum cycled to work until her bike was stolen.

31.
Insert the capital letters and full stops in the passage below.


One has been done for you.


A


anna  was  looking  forward  to  the  holidays  she  had  always  enjoyed  spending  time  with  her  grandmother,  and  her  new  house  at  the  
seaside  sounded  wonderful

32.
Write the contraction to replace the underlined words in each sentence below.


We have been here before.


________ been here before.


I would like to go to the cinema too.


________ like to go to the cinema too.

33.
Write two suitable words to give cohesion to the paragraph below.


First the man collected some scraps of old metal. ____________ he took his 


tools down from the shelf and started work. ___________ he stood back and 


grinned at what he had made.

34.
Read the definitions, then complete the words using the 
prefixes super-, anti- and auto-.


Definition
Word


A disappointing ending after something exciting
__________climax


An action that you do without thinking
__________matic


A large shop that sells food and other goods
__________market

35.
The word ‘leaves’ has more than one meaning.


Write two sentences to show two different meanings.


______________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________

36.
Re-write the sentence below using direct speech. You may change 
a few words. It has been started for you.


Mr Jones told the boys to go home.


“Go ___________________________________________________________

37.
Which word is closest in meaning to ‘brandished’ in the sentence below?


The cook brandished the frying pan.


burned



cleaned


waved



38.
The famous actor jumped off the stage and into the audience. 


Put a tick in each row to show whether each underlined word is a noun, a verb, a preposition or an adjective.

	Word from the sentence
	Noun
	Verb
	Preposition
	Adjective

	famous
	
	
	
	

	jumped
	
	
	
	

	into
	
	
	
	

	audience
	
	
	
	


39.
Circle the correct word to complete each sentence.


I have serial / cereal every day for breakfast.


The desert / dessert was dry and sandy.

40.
Complete the question below.


Who’s ________________________________________________________?
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