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This test should be done after Literacy and Language Year 5, Unit 4 has been taught as it covers the grammar and punctuation concepts of the National Curriculum Grammar Appendix covered in Units 1–4 of Literacy and Language, plus vocabulary. In addition some grammar and punctuation concepts from earlier years of the National Curriculum Grammar Appendix are included.

It will start to familiarize children with the type of questions they will meet in the English Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling Test in Year 6 and provide you with information about how well children understand the concepts being tested.

The Test is a Word file so you can customize it should you wish your children to have more practice on certain areas of grammar, punctuation or vocabulary.

Award one mark for each question answered correctly.
Year 5 Test 2   Grammar, Punctuation and Vocabulary
Name: ___________________________________ 

Class: ____________________

40 Questions in total

You have 40 minutes to answer these questions.

1.
Circle the most suitable preposition to complete the sentence below.


The burglar climbed ______________ the open window.


over       beside       through       under    

2. 
Which sentence uses both capital letters and question marks correctly?


do you think You can win the race?              

Do you think you can win the race                

Do you think you can win the race?               
3.
Complete the sentences below using either I or me.


My dad is taking _____ to the match.


Jess gave _____ a book for my birthday.


Tom and _____ are going swimming.

4.     Underline the three words in the sentence below that should start with a capital letter.


In january when it snowed, i went sledging with jack.

5.
Draw lines to match the most suitable punctuation to the end of each sentence.


Use each punctuation mark once.


Sentence 




Punctuation   


When shall we meet     


The puddle was deep and muddy    


Oh no    

6.
Which sentence uses commas correctly to separate items in a list?


We saw tigers, lions, giraffes and lots of, meerkats.  


We saw tigers, lions, giraffes, and lots of meerkats.  


We saw tigers, lions, giraffes and lots of meerkats.   

7.
Each of the sentences below is missing a verb.


Draw a line to match each sentence with the correct verb.


One has been done for you.


Sentence
Verb


I ____ hungry.
is


That picture ____ scary.
has


Those girls ____ racing to the gate.
am


He ____  cheese in his sandwich.
are

8. 
Change the question below into a statement.


Are vegetables good for you?


______________________________________________________________


Change the statement below into a question.


Lizards eat insects.

______________________________________________________________

9.     Add the suffixes -er and -est to make comparisons of the adjectives below. 

The first one has been done for you.


Adjective


fast
faster
fastest

light
____________
____________


big
____________
____________

heavy
____________
____________
10.
Tick one word to complete the sentence below so that it is grammatically correct.


This morning we _________ running round the field.


was




were




would


11.
Circle the correct contraction in each sentence.


We  mustn’t / must’nt  go there alone.


Youre’ / You’re going to be the hero in the play.


The teacher  w’ont / won’t  be pleased.


They  should’ve / shouldv’e  said where they were going.

12.
Tick one box to show where the missing inverted commas should go.



“Can we go to the park, asked Katie after she’d unwrapped her new kite.

13.
Find one word that can complete both sentences below.


Write the word in the box.


Alf _________ his football boots in the changing room.


Go down that road and turn ________ at the garage.


14.
Circle two adverbs in the sentence below.


Break the eggs carefully and stir them gently into the flour.

15.
Read the sentence below. Change all the verbs from the present tense to the past tense. 


The first one has been done for you.




Nadim picks up the enormous egg and looks closely at the crack that is beginning to open.


16.
Underline the three words that belong to the same word family.


cleaner       worker       runner       work       seeing       working       walker

17.  
Put a tick in each row to show whether the correct determiner is a or an for each word. 

	a
	an
	Word

	
	
	igloo

	
	
	tower

	
	
	echo

	
	
	shelf


18.
Circle the name of a word or group of letters joined to the front of a word to change its meaning.


preposition 



suffix 




prefix 

 
19. 
Put a tick in each row to show whether the main clause or the subordinate clause is in bold.


One has been done for you.

	
	Main clause
	Subordinate clause

	I can’t play because I broke my arm.
	
	(

	If there is room on the coach, I’d like to go too.
	
	

	Before we go into town, check you have your money.
	
	

	Come and see my new puppy when you are free.
	
	


20.
Replace the word ‘walked’ in the sentence below.


The pirate walked to the end of the plank.


Choose a suitable word and write it in the box.

21.
Circle the fronted adverbial in the sentence below.


After the play, we clapped until our hands hurt.

22.
Insert two commas in the correct places in the sentence below.


Don’t forget to bring your trainers a waterproof coat a cold drink and some lunch.

23.
Which two of these sentences are commands?


Come down from those trees.



Are you happy now?




I’d like to fly in a hot air balloon.



Take this to the Headteacher.




No, I can’t do that!




24.
Circle the three nouns in the sentence below.


In the cold weather, we wore our hats and gloves.

25.
Write the correct singular or plural form in each space below. 


The first one has been done for you.


one bat, two bats


one ____________, two families


one potato, two ____________


one ____________, two fish

26.
Underline the expanded noun phrase in the sentence below.


An enormous, sparkling jewel lay on the cushion.

27. 
Which pair of pronouns is best to complete the sentence below?


The young warrior lay down ________ shield, then ________ turned to the king and bowed.




Tick one.


their  they



his   them



her    she



she    their


28.
Put a tick to show whether the apostrophe in each sentence is used to show a contraction or possession.


The first one is done for you.

	Sentence
	Apostrophe to show missing letters
	Apostrophe to show possession

	I don’t want to go there.
	(
	

	Nadim’s computer is broken.
	
	

	I’ll carry that bag, Mum.
	
	

	The children’s party was fun.
	
	


29.
Write two sentences. 


In the first sentence use the word guest. 


______________________________________________________________


In the second sentence use the word guessed.


______________________________________________________________

30.
Tick the boxes to show which three words are plural.



    Tick three.


parent  



boys




children 



Matt’s




girls’


31. 
Choose the most suitable adverb to complete the sentence below.


I promise that we will ____________ watch the fireworks.


greedily       maybe       slowly       angrily       definitely   

32.
Underline the modal verb in each sentence below. The first is done for you.


You must go to school today.

 
She might win the race.


We could look for the treasure.

33.
Write the contraction to replace the underlined words in each sentence below.


They are going to the shops.


___________ going to the shops.


If we have got enough money, we could buy an ice cream.


If ___________ got enough money, we could buy an ice cream.

34.
Circle the most suitable relative pronoun to start each subordinate clause in the sentences below.


Here is the book  who/that  I said you could borrow.


The girl,  whose/who  mum is a lion tamer, is over there.


I want to find the boy  which/who  took my coat.

35.
Which of the sentences below is punctuated correctly?


Mr Brown my teacher (writes all the songs) for our school play.



Mr Brown (my teacher) writes all the songs for our school play.



Mr Brown my (teacher) writes all the songs for our school play.



Mr Brown my teacher writes all the (songs for our school play).


36. 
Circle the pairs of words that are homophones. One has been done for you.


blue / blew
quite / quiet
night/knight

have / of
heard / herd

37. 
The faulty racing car flew off the track and crashed into the safety barrier. 


Put a tick in each row to show whether each underlined word is a noun, a verb, a conjunction or an adjective.

	Word from the sentence
	Noun
	Verb
	Conjunction
	Adjective

	faulty
	
	
	
	

	flew
	
	
	
	

	and
	
	
	
	

	barrier
	
	
	
	


38. Which word is closest in meaning to ‘quizzical’ in the sentence below?


There was a quizzical look on the wizard’s face.


angry




questioning



sad




mischievous


39. 
Complete the question below.


Whose _______________________________________________________?

40. 
Circle the correct word to complete each sentence below.


We are not aloud / allowed to go there.


This helmet is made of solid steel / steal.
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