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This test should be done after Literacy and Language Year 6, Unit 2 has been taught as it covers the grammar and punctuation concepts of the National Curriculum Grammar Appendix covered in Units 1–2 of Literacy and Language, plus vocabulary. In addition some grammar and punctuation concepts from earlier years of the National Curriculum Grammar Appendix are included.

It will start to familiarize children with the type of questions they will meet in the English Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling Test at the end of Year 6 and provide you with information about how well children understand the concepts being tested.

The Test is a Word file so you can customize it should you wish your children to have more practice on certain areas of grammar, punctuation or vocabulary.

Award one mark for each question answered correctly.
Year 6 Test 1    Grammar, Punctuation and Vocabulary
Name: ___________________________________ 

Class: ____________________

46 Questions in total

You have 45 minutes to answer these questions.

1.   
Draw lines to match the most suitable punctuation to the end of each sentence.


Use each punctuation mark once.


Sentence
Punctuation   


Could we go home please  


 Don’t let go  

The picnic was quite pleasant  

2.  
Re-write the sentence below, replacing the conjunction with a semicolon.


I had never argued with Tim before and it seemed like the end of our friendship.


______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
3.  
Insert a dash in the correct place in the sentence below.


There   was   no   doubt   about   it   we   had   to  be  there.
4.     Add a colon and bullet points in the correct places in the text below.

Don’t forget


pyjamas


comic


torch

5.   
Circle the six words in the sentence below that should start with a capital letter.


when we got to london, lorna and i saw the famous clock called big ben.
6. 
Add commas correctly to separate the items in the list.


I’m  quite  good   at  football  basketball  golf  and  cricket.


7.  
Insert the missing inverted commas (speech marks) in the sentence below.


Quickly!  Come  over  here,  she  cried.  You  must  see  this!
8.  
Circle the contractions with the apostrophe in the correct place.


would’ve       wouldv’e       wouldve’
isnt’       isn’t       is’nt   


w’ere       were’       we’re
who’s       wh’os       whos’   

9.  
Find one word that can complete both sentences below.


Write the word in the box.


The sun _________ in the sky early this morning.


I picked a beautiful red _________ to give to my  grandmother.

10. 
Put a tick in each row to show whether the correct determiner is a or an for each word.

	a
	an
	Word

	
	
	insect

	
	
	alien

	
	
	yawn

	
	
	shirt

	
	
	eagle


11.  
Change the question below into a command.


Can you tell me the time?


______________________________________________________________


Change the statement below into a question. 


It is time to pack away.


______________________________________________________________

12.  
Tick one word to complete the sentence below so that it is grammatically correct.


Amanda was _________ to school by her mum.


drive




driven   



drove


13.  
Add a colon to introduce the list and semicolons to separate the items in the list in the sentence below.


I  need  to  buy  double-sided  sticky  tape  coloured  marker  pens  drawing pins  and  a  new  pen.
14.  
Tick the sentences that contain two verbs.

Jake pushed the baby in its pram.                   

They all laughed when the clown threw the custard pie.                       

I picked up the brush and painted the wall.                                   

I must clean the rabbit cage today! 
15.  
A hyphen can change the meaning of words and sentences. Tick the sentence that makes the most sense.


The thirty five year olds had their faces painted and then played 


hide and seek.                                                                      


The thirty-five year olds had their faces painted and then played 


hide and seek.                                                                               


It was a film about an undiscovered plant-eating dinosaur.               


It was a film about an undiscovered plant eating dinosaur.             
16.  
Add a suitable adverb to each sentence.


The lion roared _____________ at the zebra.


_____________ we ran to the shop before it closed.


The toddlers played _____________ in the nursery.

17. 
Circle the most suitable conjunction to complete the sentence below.


Billy had tried to learn his lines ________ he could not remember them.


and       but       so       nor 

18.  
Underline three words that belong to the same word family.


asleep   astonish   assistant   astonishing   assembly   ashamed   astonishment
19.  
The fronted adverbial in each sentence is shown in bold. Tick the sentence that has the comma in the correct place. 


Early in the morning our daily newspaper, is delivered


Early in the morning, our daily newspaper is delivered


Early, in the morning our daily newspaper is delivered

20.  
Draw a line to match each sentence with the correct verb.


One has been done for you.


Sentence
Verb   


Last night, the trees ________ swaying  in the wind.
have

A blue car ________ in the garage.
are


The children _______ brought a packed lunch.
were

You ________ looking very worried at the moment.
is
21.
Replace the word ‘nice’ in the sentence below.



It was nice to win the top prize in the competition!


Choose a suitable word and write it in the box.

22.  
Which word is closest in meaning to ‘hilarious’ in the sentence below.


It was hilarious when the dog chased its own tail and went dizzy.


silly




annoying



comical                         


irritating

23.  
Look at the passage below. Change all the verbs from the present tense to the past tense. The first one has been done for you.


The two cats come face to face in the alley. Their fur stands on end and they hiss at each other. Then one of them backs off and jumps up and over the fence.

24.  Draw lines to match the sentences with the sentence types.


Put that down.
Question


Are you sure?
Exclamation




That’s incredible!
Statement





The film has finished.
Command

25. 
Put a tick to show whether the s in each word in bold is showing it is plural or possessive.

	Sentence
	Plural
	Possessive

	Some girls have been really helpful today.
	
	

	A lot of the boy’s toys were broken.
	
	

	He was surprised that she had two brothers.
	
	

	Tom’s rucksack is really heavy.
	
	


26.  
Read the sentences below. Put a tick to show whether each apostrophe shows a contraction (missing letters) or possession (that something belongs to someone or something).

	Sentence
	Apostrophe to show missing letters
	Apostrophe to show possession

	She’s not going to make it over that high jump!
	
	

	The cyclist’s helmet was bright orange.
	
	

	A spider’s web is very delicate.
	
	

	Who’s going to clear up this mess?
	
	


27. 
Write four suitable words to give cohesion to the paragraph below.


It is important to prepare so ___________ get a dustbin liner. ___________

put some rubber gloves on. ___________ scrape out all of the old sawdust 


and hay. ___________, spread new bedding on the floor of the hutch.
28.   Tick the pairs of words below that are antonyms.


night/knight




won/lost




big/bigger




hot/cold




cheap/cheep



29.  
Circle the relative clause in each sentence below.


She had a special football that the all players had signed.


I took a friend who had never been skating before.


Ed looked very glum which was unusual for him.
30.  
Turn the words below into verbs by adding one of these suffixes:


-ate       -ise       -ify


You may need to remove some other letters. The first one has been done for you.


apology 
apologise


purity     
________________


critical     
________________


active    
________________
31.  
Circle the correct form of the verb in brackets to complete each sentence below in Standard English.


          (is / are)  


We __________ certain that the decision was fair.

                         (did / done)


I’m really glad I __________ it after all that worrying. 

                                 (was / were)


Amy and her friends __________ always messing about.

32.  
A terrible scream rang out eerily from the house.


Put a tick in each row to show whether each word in bold is an adverb, noun or an adjective.

	Word from the sentence
	Noun
	Adjective
	Adverb

	terrible
	
	
	

	scream
	
	
	

	eerily
	
	
	

	house
	
	
	


33.  
Underline the modal verb in each sentence below. The first one is done for you.


You could do the washing up to earn your pocket money.


We may be able to spot the comet tonight.


It might rain tomorrow of course.


I should visit my gran tonight.

34.  
Circle the expanded noun phrase in the sentence below.


My bright blue bedroom that mum and dad decorated looks wonderful.
35. 
Add the prefix mis-, non- or un- to the beginning of each word to make its antonym.

For example    uncomfortable


______sense


______place


______safe

36.  
Write a contraction to replace the underlined words in each sentence below.


We have not played all the matches yet.


We ____________________ played all the matches yet.


I should have worn a coat in this rain.


I ____________________ worn a coat in this rain!
37.  
Add commas to the sentence below in the most suitable places.


We  had  been asked  to  look  after  granny’s  pets  so  we  watched  the  cat  sleeping  the hamster  under  the  table  and  the budgie  in  its  cage.

38.  
Put a tick in each row to show whether the main clause or the subordinate clause is in bold.

One has been done for you.

	
	Main clause
	Subordinate clause

	The market, which has just opened, sells everything you need.
	
	(

	I hoped you would be on time though you are often late.
	
	

	Those trainers, the white ones, are just the right size.
	
	

	I went to bed early because I was tired.
	
	

	As I was hungry, I ate a biscuit.
	
	


39.  
Underline each preposition in the two sentences below.


The ring had fallen between the paving stones.


We will meet inside the cinema.

40. 
Which of the sentences below shows brackets used correctly for parenthesis?


Sentence
Tick one.


I was (practising on my drums not that loudly) when 
the neighbour complained.                                                            

(I was practising on my drums) not that loudly when 
the neighbour complained.                                                             

I was practising on my drums (not that loudly) when 
the neighbour complained.                                                            

I was practising on my drums not that loudly when 
(the neighbour complained).                                                           
41. 
Insert the capital letters, a full stop and an exclamation mark in the passage below.


One has been done for you.


D


During  the  night, as  she  tried  to  sleep,  lisa  listened  to  the usual  sounds  outside  all  of a  sudden  she  heard   a  dreadful  screech  right  under  her  window

42. 
Underline three possessive pronouns in the sentence below.


My pet hamster curls up in his cage that is kept in our playroom.
43.  
Which ending would make the word below an adverb?


gentle


gentleness
                    

gentler


       

gently

                    

gentlest

       
44.   Complete the sentences below using either I or me.


Preeti and ______ walked to school together yesterday.


I was hoping the teacher wouldn’t see ______ giggling.


Harrison, Rahini and ______ blew up all the balloons.
45.  
Tick the box to show where the missing question mark should go in the sentence below.



Natalie said, “I know you must be hungry but is it wise to eat that chocolate ” just before he got on the coach.


46. 
The magician shuffled some cards and then placed them inside a box.
 
Put a tick in each row to show whether each word underlined is a preposition, conjunction or a verb.

	Word from the sentence
	Preposition
	Conjunction
	Verb

	shuffled
	
	
	

	and
	
	
	

	placed
	
	
	

	inside
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