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Literacy and Language


This test should be done after Unit 6 of Literacy and Language have been taught as it covers the grammar and punctuations concepts of the National Curriculum Grammar Appendix covered in Literacy and Language, plus vocabulary. 

It will start to familiarize children with the type of questions they will meet in the English Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling Test in Year 6 and provide you with information about how well children understand the concepts being tested.

The Test is a Word file so you can customize it should you wish your children to have more practice on certain areas of grammar, punctuation or vocabulary.

Year 6, Test 3   Grammar, Punctuation and Vocabulary
Name: ___________________________________ 

Class: ____________________

46 Questions in total

You have 45 minutes to answer these questions.
1.
Which sentence uses both capital letters and question marks correctly?


would you like to win a dream holiday?

Would you like to win a dream holiday?

Would you like to win? a dream holiday
2.
Which sentence uses commas correctly to separate items in a list?


We needed string, glue, scissors, and, white card.

We needed string glue scissors, and white, card.

We needed string, glue, scissors and white card.
3.
Circle the contractions with the apostrophe in the correct place.


cant’     can’t     ca’nt
wasn’t     was’nt     wasnt’


you’re     your’e     youre’
couldv’e     coul’dve     could’ve 

4.
The amazing skateboarder jumped off the ramp and twirled in the air!


Put a tick in each row to show whether each underlined word is a noun, a verb or an adjective.

	Word from the sentence
	Verb
	Adjective
	Noun

	amazing
	
	
	

	skateboarder
	
	
	

	jumped
	
	
	

	twirled
	
	
	


5.
Draw lines to match the most suitable punctuation to the end of each sentence.


Use each punctuation mark once.


Sentence
Punctuation   


 


                                 


                                 

6.
Look at the passage below. Change all the verbs from the present tense to the past tense. The first one has been done for you.





Charlie races home from school and bursts through the door. He tells his mum he has exciting news but then spots the stranger in the corner of the room.


7.
Add a suitable adverb to each sentence.


They all tiptoed ___________________ into the room.


The dog chomped its food ___________________ from the bowl.


My new shoes are ___________________ smart!

8.
Read each root word and definition and then add the suffix -ful or -less to the word so that the definition makes sense. The first one has been done for you.


Word
Definition


helpful
makes something easier       


point_____
not worth doing


fear______
not afraid of anything


pain ______
hurts a great deal

9.
Change the statement below into a question and change the question into a statement.

	Statement
	Question

	Cows eat grass.
	______________________________

	______________________________
	Is it usually hot in Spain?


10.
Insert the missing inverted commas (speech marks) in the sentence below.


Could you put the paint trays in the cupboard please? said the teacher. Make sure they are stacked properly!

11.
Circle the most suitable conjunction to complete the sentence below.


Jessica was very tired ______________ she still finished her homework.


or         because         but         so         after

12.
Read the words below. The determiners are a or an.  Write a rule to explain when to use a and when to use an before a word.


an apple    a cake    an envelope    an ostrich    a picture    an invitation    
a bike


Rule: _________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________
13.
Circle the preposition in each of the sentences below.


The water swirled into the cave.


Sheep huddled inside the shelter.


The sun’s rays shone behind the clouds.

14.
Put a tick in each row to show whether the main clause or the subordinate clause is in bold. 


The first one has been done for you.
	Sentence
	Main

clause
	Subordinate

clause

	The book, which was on the table, looked quite interesting.
	
	(

	The puppies, now 10 weeks old, were very playful.
	
	

	We swept the floor because it was dirty.
	
	

	When the bell rang, the children lined up.
	
	


15.
Which pronouns can be used to complete the passage below?


Circle the correct ones.


Mrs Green the vet liked to help them / her / his patients to relax by playing soft music to they / her / them. She thought your / they / their were easier to examine if they / he /she calmed them down.

16.
Tick the pairs of words that are homophones.


big/small

pair/pear

wait/waiting

blue/blew

sink/drink
17.
Underline the adverbial phrase in each sentence that tells you more about the verb.

       The first one has been completed for you.


a.  She played a computer game after school.


b.  The fox prowled during the night.


c.   A few days ago, I went to the cinema.


d.  Bird seed was scattered on the grass.

18. 
Tick the correct box to show which one of the sentences in 17. above has an adverbial phrase at the beginning.


Sentence 
Tick


a.                  


b.                    

 
c.                    

 
d.                    

19.
The fronted adverbial in each sentence is shown in bold. Tick the one that has the comma in the correct place.


Earlier that day I had baked, a delicious cake.             


Earlier that day, I had baked a delicious cake.                


Earlier, that day I had baked a delicious cake.              

20. 
Put a tick to show whether the apostrophe in each sentence is used to show a contraction or possession.

	Sentence
	Apostrophe to show a contraction
	Apostrophe to show possession

	I put it in Emma’s bag.
	
	

	It isn’t very warm today.
	
	

	The cat’s dish was empty.
	
	

	I can’t open the door!
	
	


21.
Circle the correct verb form in bold to complete sentence below in Standard English.


We   was   were walking to the park together.


I   done  did it on my own.


She   were   was   just in time to catch the bus.

22.
Put a tick to show whether the s in each word in bold is showing it is plural or possessive.

	Sentence
	Plural
	Possessive

	The dog’s lead is broken.
	
	

	I watched the girls play netball.
	
	

	That is my brother’s bike.
	
	

	There are a lot of boys in my class.
	
	


23.
Which of the sentences below shows brackets used correctly for parenthesis?


Sentence
Tick one.


Mr Hudson the new headteacher (came on the school trip) with us.       


Mr Hudson the (new headteacher) came on the school trip with us.       


Mr Hudson (the new headteacher) came on the school trip with us.       


(Mr Hudson the new headteacher) came on the school trip with us.       
24.
Circle the relative clause in the sentences below.


I loved the holiday cottage that we stayed in.


I had a lot of fun with my friend who came with us.


There was so much to see and do where we were staying.

25.
Re-write this sentence using a different modal verb. 


Gran will bring me a present back from her day trip.


______________________________________________________________

26.
Write the sentence below, adding dashes to show parenthesis.


Rani who is great at drawing is going to make the poster.


______________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________

27.
Draw a line to match the prefixes to the root words that will make new words.


Prefix
Root word


mis-
appear


un- 
possible


dis-
lead


im- 
equal

28.
Put one letter in each box to show the word class.

	verb
	object
	adverb
	subject

	A
	B
	C
	D



The  hungry  man  ate  the  sandwich  quickly.


29.
Put a tick to show whether each sentence is written in the active or passive voice. The first one has been done for you.
	Sentence
	Active voice
	Passive voice

	The dog caught the stick.                                                 
	(
	

	The stick was caught by the dog.
	
	

	The pies were scoffed by the boy.
	
	

	The boy scoffed the pies.
	
	


30.
Expand the noun phrase in this sentence.


The tiger that _______________________________ is resting under the tree.

31.
Circle the adverb in the sentence below.


Next, we walked up the rickety old staircase.

32.
Circle the relative pronoun in each of the sentences below.


The child who cried the loudest was called Freddie.


It was the clown whose costume got soaked!


I ate the slice of pizza which was left over.

33.
Complete the sentences below using an appropriate possessive pronoun. The first one has been done for you.

The boy sent a message using his mobile phone.


I decided to wear _____ favourite jeans to the school disco.


She couldn’t remember where she had put _____ sunglasses.


My sister and I went to visit _____ grandfather.


The band played one of ______ most popular songs.

34.
Which two sentences use the correct plural?



Tick two


The dentist checked my teeth.



I saw three childrens playing on the park.



There were too many sheep crammed in the pen.



The sweets only cost twenty pences.


35.
Replace the word in bold in the sentence, with a word with a similar meaning.



As they entered the ruined cottage, the children were frightened.


36.
Circle the two adverbs in the sentence below.


Jenna opened the bedroom door carefully and peered inside anxiously.

37.
Put a tick in each row to show whether the part of the sentence underlined is a phrase or a clause.

	Sentence
	Phrase
	Clause

	We watched a film at the new cinema.                                                 
	
	

	The delicate butterfly fluttered by me.
	
	

	The floor was swept by the man.
	
	

	A chimp swung from the tree.
	
	


38.
Add the missing punctuation mark to this sentence containing a fronted adverbial.


Not long afterwards the party ended and everyone went home.

39.
Tick the pairs of words that are antonyms.


stair/stare                   

huge/tiny                    


slime/time                  


rich/poor                     


cold/chilly                    [tic

40. 
List one more word that belongs to same word family as the words shown.


help    helping        ______________________


teach   teacher      ______________________


music     musician   ______________________

41.
A hyphen can change the meaning of words. Tick the sentences that make the most sense.


The boy took some time to re-cover.                                            

The boy took some time to recover.                                              


You are a great aunt now that the baby has been born.              


You are a great-aunt now that the baby has been born.              [


There was a man eating tiger on the loose.                                 

There was a man-eating tiger on the loose.                                 

42.
Use inverted commas (speech marks) correctly to change this example of reported speech into direct speech.


He said the train should be on time!     


______________________________________________________________

43.
Re-write this command using more formal vocabulary.


I nabbed the thief just as he was stashing the stuff in a car.


______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________
44.
Re-write the sentence below, replacing the conjunction with a semi-colon.


The pizza was delicious and I wanted some more!


______________________________________________________________

45.
Insert a dash in the correct place in the sentence below.


My   dog   is   very   active   it   is   still   a   puppy.

46.
Add a colon and bullet points in the correct places in the text below.


Things to pack


swimming stuff


spare trainers


charger for phone


money for snacks
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What flavour is it





Oh my goodness








She ate a biscuit
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