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NELSON HANDWRITING AND  
THE STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS
Nelson Handwriting has been developed in response to the aims of the statutory curricula for handwriting.  
A rough guide to year groups is provided below; however, the resources could be used with older or younger 
children who have an identified need.

Age Nelson Handwriting level

4-5 Starter Level

5-6 Book 1A, 1B

6-7 Book 2

7-8 Book 3

8-9 Book 4

9-10 Book 5

10-11 Book 6
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e 
n

ew
 N

at
io

n
al

 C
u

rr
ic

u
lu

m
H

o
w

 N
el

so
n

 H
an

d
w

ri
ti

n
g

 d
el

iv
er

s 
th

es
e 

ai
m

s

Y
ea

rs
 5

–6

H
an

d
w

ri
ti

n
g

 a
n

d
 p

re
se

n
ta

ti
o

n

Pu
p

ils
 s

h
o

u
ld

 b
e 

ta
u

g
h

t 
to

:

•	
w

ri
te

 le
g

ib
ly

, fl
u

en
tl

y 
an

d
 w

it
h

 in
cr

ea
si

n
g

 s
p

ee
d

 b
y:

•	
ch

o
o

si
n

g
 w

h
ic

h
 s

h
ap

e 
o

f 
a 

le
tt

er
 t

o
 u

se
 w

h
en

 g
iv

en
 c

h
o

ic
es

 a
n

d
  

d
ec

id
in

g
 w

h
et

h
er

 o
r 

n
o

t 
to

 jo
in

 s
p

ec
ifi

c 
le

tt
er

s
•	

ch
o

o
si

n
g

 t
h

e 
w

ri
ti

n
g

 im
p

le
m

en
t 

th
at

 is
 b

es
t 

su
it

ed
 f

o
r 

a 
ta

sk

A
t 

Y
ea

rs
 5

–6
, N

el
so

n
 H

an
d

w
ri

ti
n

g
 c

o
n

ti
n

u
es

 t
o

 p
ro

vi
d

e 
st

ru
ct

u
re

d
 p

ra
ct

ic
e 

 
fo

r 
th

e 
sk

ill
s 

th
at

 h
av

e 
b

ee
n

 d
ev

el
o

p
ed

 s
o

 f
ar

. 

C
h

ild
re

n
 c

o
n

ti
n

u
e 

to
 p

ra
ct

is
e 

th
e 

jo
in

s 
an

d
 t

h
e 

b
re

ak
 le

tt
er

s,
 lo

o
ki

n
g

 a
t 

co
n

si
st

en
cy

 o
f 

si
zi

n
g

 a
n

d
 s

p
ac

in
g

. 

N
el

so
n

 H
an

d
w

ri
ti

n
g

 e
m

p
o

w
er

s 
ch

ild
re

n
 t

o
 d

ev
el

o
p

 t
h

ei
r 

o
w

n
 s

ty
le

 o
f 

h
an

d
w

ri
ti

n
g

 f
ro

m
 a

 s
ec

u
re

 b
as

e,
 c

h
o

o
si

n
g

 t
h

ei
r 

w
ri

ti
n

g
 im

p
le

m
en

t 
an

d
  

st
yl

e 
as

 a
p

p
ro

p
ri

at
e 

to
 t

h
e 

o
cc

as
io

n
.

N
o

te
s 

an
d

 g
u

id
an

ce
 (

n
o

n
-s

ta
tu

to
ry

)

Pu
p

ils
 s

h
o

u
ld

 c
o

n
ti

n
u

e 
to

 p
ra

ct
is

e 
h

an
d

w
ri

ti
n

g
 a

n
d

 b
e 

en
co

u
ra

g
ed

 t
o

  
in

cr
ea

se
 t

h
e 

sp
ee

d
 o

f 
it

, s
o

 t
h

at
 p

ro
b

le
m

s 
w

it
h

 f
o

rm
in

g
 le

tt
er

s 
d

o
 n

o
t 

g
et

  
in

 t
h

e 
w

ay
 o

f 
th

ei
r 

w
ri

ti
n

g
 d

o
w

n
 w

h
at

 t
h

ey
 w

an
t 

to
 s

ay
. T

h
ey

 s
h

o
u

ld
 b

e 
 

cl
ea

r 
ab

o
u

t 
w

h
at

 s
ta

n
d

ar
d

 o
f 

h
an

d
w

ri
ti

n
g

 is
 a

p
p

ro
p

ri
at

e 
fo

r 
a 

p
ar

ti
cu

la
r 

 
ta

sk
, f

o
r 

ex
am

p
le

, q
u

ic
k 

n
o

te
s 

o
r 

a 
fi

n
al

 h
an

d
w

ri
tt

en
 v

er
si

o
n

. T
h

ey
 s

h
o

u
ld

 
al

so
 b

e 
ta

u
g

h
t 

to
 u

se
 a

n
 u

n
jo

in
ed

 s
ty

le
, f

o
r 

ex
am

p
le

, f
o

r 
la

b
el

lin
g

 a
  

d
ia

g
ra

m
 o

r 
d

at
a,

 w
ri

ti
n

g
 a

n
 e

m
ai

l a
d

d
re

ss
, o

r 
fo

r 
al

g
eb

ra
, a

n
d

 c
ap

it
al

  
le

tt
er

s,
 f

o
r 

ex
am

p
le

, f
o

r 
fi

lli
n

g
 in

 a
 f

o
rm

.

N
el

so
n

 H
an

d
w

ri
ti

n
g

 c
o

n
ti

n
u

es
 t

o
 d

ev
el

o
p

 w
ri

ti
n

g
 fl

u
en

cy
. S

p
ee

d
w

ri
ti

n
g

 
ch

al
le

n
g

es
 h

el
p

 c
h

ild
re

n
 p

ra
ct

is
e 

au
to

m
at

ic
it

y 
an

d
 s

p
ee

d
. 

C
h

ild
re

n
 a

re
 t

au
g

h
t 

ab
o

u
t 

th
e 

d
if

fe
re

n
ce

 in
 e

xp
ec

ta
ti

o
n

 b
et

w
ee

n
 in

fo
rm

al
 

jo
tt

in
g

s 
an

d
 fi

n
al

 p
re

se
n

te
d

 v
er

si
o

n
s 

an
d

 g
iv

en
 o

p
p

o
rt

u
n

it
ie

s 
to

 p
ra

ct
is

e 
th

es
e.

 
A

 r
an

g
e 

o
f 

co
n

te
xt

s,
 f

ro
m

 w
ri

ti
n

g
 a

d
d

re
ss

es
 t

o
 la

b
el

lin
g

 m
ap

s 
an

d
 d

ia
g

ra
m

s,
 

h
el

p
 t

h
em

 le
ar

n
 t

h
e 

co
n

te
xt

s 
in

 w
h

ic
h

 jo
in

ed
 o

r 
u

n
jo

in
ed

 w
ri

ti
n

g
 is

 m
o

st
 

ap
p

ro
p

ri
at

e.
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Ye
ar

 g
ro

u
p

/ 
ex

p
ec

ta
ti

o
n

H
o

w
  N

el
so

n
 H

an
d

w
ri

ti
n

g
 s

u
p

p
o

rt
s 

th
es

e 
ex

p
ec

ta
ti

o
n

s

To
o

ls
 f

o
r 

W
ri

ti
n

g
Fi

rs
t 

le
ve

l:

I c
an

 p
re

se
n

t 
m

y 
w

ri
ti

n
g

 in
 a

 w
ay

 t
h

at
 w

ill
 m

ak
e 

it
 le

g
ib

le
 a

n
d

 a
tt

ra
ct

iv
e 

fo
r 

m
y 

re
ad

er
, c

o
m

b
in

in
g

 w
o

rd
s,

 im
ag

es
 a

n
d

 o
th

er
 f

ea
tu

re
s.

 
LI

T 
1-

24
a

N
el

so
n

 H
an

d
w

ri
ti

n
g

 s
u

p
p

o
rt

s 
ch

ild
re

n
 f

ro
m

 t
h

e 
ea

rl
ie

st
 s

ta
g

es
 o

f 
le

ar
n

in
g

 t
o

 
w

ri
te

. T
h

e 
co

u
rs

e 
st

ar
ts

 w
it

h
 e

ss
en

ti
al

 le
tt

er
 f

o
rm

at
io

n
 o

f 
al

l t
h

e 
lo

w
er

- 
an

d
 

u
p

p
er

-c
as

e 
le

tt
er

s.
 Le

tt
er

s 
ar

e 
g

ro
u

p
ed

 in
to

 s
et

s 
b

as
ed

 o
n

 h
o

w
 t

h
ey

 jo
in

 t
o

 o
th

er
 le

tt
er

s,
 a

n
d

 
ch

ild
re

n
 p

ra
ct

is
e 

th
es

e 
in

 a
 c

u
m

u
la

ti
ve

 m
an

n
er

.

C
h

ild
re

n
 b

eg
in

 b
y 

le
ar

n
in

g
 p

ri
n

te
d

 f
o

rm
s,

 m
o

vi
n

g
 s

w
if

tl
y 

to
 jo

in
in

g
 le

tt
er

s,
 

an
d

 le
ar

n
in

g
 w

h
ic

h
 le

tt
er

s,
 w

h
en

 a
d

ja
ce

n
t 

to
 o

n
e 

an
o

th
er

, a
re

 b
es

t 
le

ft
 

u
n

jo
in

ed
. 

I c
o

n
si

d
er

 t
h

e 
im

p
ac

t 
th

at
 la

yo
u

t 
an

d
 p

re
se

n
ta

ti
o

n
 w

ill
 h

av
e 

an
d

 c
an

 c
o

m
b

in
e 

le
tt

er
in

g
, g

ra
p

h
ic

s 
an

d
 o

th
er

 f
ea

tu
re

s 
to

 e
n

g
ag

e 
m

y 
re

ad
er

.
LI

T 
2-

24
a

Th
ro

u
g

h
o

u
t 

th
e 

Se
co

n
d

 L
ev

el
 m

at
er

ia
ls

, c
h

ild
re

n
 c

o
n

ti
n

u
e 

to
 p

ra
ct

is
e 

an
d

 
d

ev
el

o
p

 t
h

ei
r 

h
an

d
w

ri
ti

n
g

 s
ki

lls
. T

h
er

e 
is

 a
n

 e
m

p
h

as
is

 o
n

 k
ee

p
in

g
 a

sc
en

d
er

s 
an

d
 d

es
ce

n
d

er
s 

in
 p

ro
p

o
rt

io
n

, a
n

d
 p

ay
in

g
 a

tt
en

ti
o

n
 t

o
 s

p
ac

in
g

. 

N
el

so
n

 H
an

d
w

ri
ti

n
g

 e
m

p
o

w
er

s 
ch

ild
re

n
 t

o
 d

ev
el

o
p

 t
h

ei
r 

o
w

n
 s

ty
le

 o
f 

h
an

d
w

ri
ti

n
g

 f
ro

m
 a

 s
ec

u
re

 b
as

e,
 c

h
o

o
si

n
g

 t
h

ei
r 

w
ri

ti
n

g
 im

p
le

m
en

t 
an

d
 s

ty
le

 a
s 

ap
p

ro
p

ri
at

e 
to

 t
h

e 
o

cc
as

io
n

.

C
h

ild
re

n
 a

re
 t

au
g

h
t 

ab
o

u
t 

th
e 

d
if

fe
re

n
ce

 in
 e

xp
ec

ta
ti

o
n

 b
et

w
ee

n
 in

fo
rm

al
 

jo
tt

in
g

s 
an

d
 fi

n
al

 p
re

se
n

te
d

 v
er

si
o

n
s 

an
d

 g
iv

en
 o

p
p

o
rt

u
n

it
ie

s 
to

 p
ra

ct
is

e 
th

es
e.

 
A

 r
an

g
e 

o
f 

co
n

te
xt

s,
 f

ro
m

 w
ri

ti
n

g
 a

d
d

re
ss

es
 t

o
 la

b
el

lin
g

 m
ap

s 
an

d
 d

ia
g

ra
m

s,
 

h
el

p
 t

h
em

 le
ar

n
 t

h
e 

co
n

te
xt

s 
in

 w
h

ic
h

 jo
in

ed
 o

r 
u

n
jo

in
ed

 w
ri

ti
n

g
 is

 m
o

st
 

ap
p

ro
p

ri
at

e.

S
co

tl
an

d
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Ye
ar

 g
ro

u
p

/ 
ex

p
ec

ta
ti

o
n

H
o

w
 N

el
so

n
 H

an
d

w
ri

ti
n

g
 s

u
p

p
o

rt
s 

th
es

e 
ex

p
ec

ta
ti

o
n

s

R
ec

ep
ti

o
n

h
o

ld
 w

ri
ti

n
g

 in
st

ru
m

en
ts

 a
p

p
ro

p
ri

at
el

y 
w

ri
te

 f
ro

m
 le

ft
 t

o
 r

ig
h

t 
d

is
cr

im
in

at
e 

b
et

w
ee

n
 le

tt
er

s

N
el

so
n

 H
an

d
w

ri
ti

n
g

 s
u

p
p

o
rt

s 
ch

ild
re

n
 f

ro
m

 t
h

e 
ea

rl
ie

st
 s

ta
g

es
 o

f 
le

ar
n

in
g

 
to

 w
ri

te
. G

u
id

an
ce

 is
 g

iv
en

 in
 t

h
e 

Te
ac

h
er

’s
 B

o
o

k 
ab

o
u

t 
h

o
w

 t
o

 c
re

at
e 

th
e 

co
n

d
it

io
n

s 
fo

r 
g

o
o

d
 w

ri
ti

n
g

: a
tm

o
sp

h
er

e,
 s

ea
ti

n
g

 a
n

d
 p

o
st

u
re

, a
n

d
 p

en
ci

l a
n

d
 

p
en

 g
ri

p
.

C
h

ild
re

n
 a

re
 t

au
g

h
t 

th
at

 t
ex

t 
ru

n
s 

fr
o

m
 le

ft
 t

o
 r

ig
h

t 
an

d
 le

ar
n

 t
o

 d
is

cr
im

in
at

e 
b

et
w

ee
n

 le
tt

er
s 

b
as

ed
 o

n
 t

h
ei

r 
sh

ap
e 

an
d

 t
h

e 
p

h
o

n
ic

 s
o

u
n

d
s 

th
at

 t
h

ey
 

re
p

re
se

n
t.

Y
ea

r 
1

fo
rm

 u
p

p
er

- 
an

d
 lo

w
er

-c
as

e 
le

tt
er

s 
th

at
 a

re
 u

su
al

ly
 c

le
ar

ly
 s

h
ap

ed
 a

n
d

 
co

rr
ec

tl
y 

o
ri

en
ta

te
d

A
ll 

o
f 

th
e 

lo
w

er
-c

as
e 

an
d

 c
ap

it
al

 le
tt

er
s 

ar
e 

co
ve

re
d

 in
 t

h
e 

W
o

rk
b

o
o

ks
 a

n
d

 
o

n
lin

e 
te

ac
h

in
g

 s
o

ft
w

ar
e,

 w
it

h
 c

le
ar

 a
n

d
 c

o
n

si
st

en
t 

in
st

ru
ct

io
n

s 
ab

o
u

t 
h

o
w

 t
o

 
st

ar
t 

an
d

 fi
n

is
h

 le
tt

er
s.

 T
h

e 
d

ig
it

s 
0–

9 
ar

e 
co

ve
re

d
 t

o
o

. 

In
 Y

ea
r 

1,
 N

el
so

n
 H

an
d

w
ri

ti
n

g
 g

ro
u

p
s 

th
e 

le
tt

er
s 

in
to

 h
an

d
w

ri
ti

n
g

 f
am

ili
es

, 
i.e

. l
et

te
rs

 t
h

at
 a

re
 f

o
rm

ed
 in

 s
im

ila
r 

w
ay

s,
 a

n
d

 c
h

ild
re

n
 p

ra
ct

is
e 

th
es

e 
in

 a
 

cu
m

u
la

ti
ve

 m
an

n
er

.

Y
ea

r 
2

fo
rm

 u
p

p
er

- 
an

d
 lo

w
er

-c
as

e 
le

tt
er

s 
ac

cu
ra

te
ly

 a
n

d
 w

it
h

 c
o

n
si

st
en

t 
si

ze
In

 Y
ea

r 
2,

 N
el

so
n

 H
an

d
w

ri
ti

n
g

 r
ev

is
es

 t
h

e 
p

re
vi

o
u

sl
y-

le
ar

n
ed

 jo
in

s 
w

it
h

 a
n

 
em

p
h

as
is

 o
n

 r
el

at
iv

e 
h

ei
g

h
t.

 C
h

ild
re

n
 r

e-
ca

p
 t

h
ei

r 
le

ar
n

in
g

 o
f 

lo
w

er
-c

as
e 

an
d

 
ca

p
it

al
 le

tt
er

s 
an

d
 p

ra
ct

is
e 

fo
rm

in
g

 t
h

em
 w

it
h

 c
o

n
si

st
en

cy
. 

C
h

ild
re

n
 a

re
 a

ls
o

 g
iv

en
 t

h
e 

o
p

p
o

rt
u

n
it

y 
to

 c
o

n
ti

n
u

e 
to

 p
ra

ct
is

e 
u

si
n

g
 p

ri
n

t 
le

tt
er

s,
 a

n
d

 a
re

 in
tr

o
d

u
ce

d
 t

o
 t

h
e 

id
ea

 t
h

at
 s

o
m

e 
le

tt
er

s 
ar

e 
b

es
t 

le
ft

 u
n

jo
in

ed
 

w
h

en
 n

ex
t 

to
 o

th
er

 le
tt

er
s.

W
al

es
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Ye
ar

 g
ro

u
p

/ 
ex

p
ec

ta
ti

o
n

H
o

w
 N

el
so

n
 H

an
d

w
ri

ti
n

g
 s

u
p

p
o

rt
s 

th
es

e 
ex

p
ec

ta
ti

o
n

s

Y
ea

r 
3

p
ro

d
u

ce
 le

g
ib

le
 h

an
d

w
ri

ti
n

g
 a

n
d

 p
re

se
n

t 
w

o
rk

 a
p

p
ro

p
ri

at
el

y 
jo

in
in

g
 le

tt
er

s 
in

 
so

m
e 

w
o

rd
s.

Th
ro

u
g

h
o

u
t 

Y
ea

rs
 3

 a
n

d
 4

, c
h

ild
re

n
 c

o
n

ti
n

u
e 

to
 p

ra
ct

is
e 

an
d

 d
ev

el
o

p
 t

h
ei

r 
h

an
d

w
ri

ti
n

g
 s

ki
lls

. T
h

e 
id

ea
 o

f 
w

ri
ti

n
g

 w
it

h
 a

 s
la

n
t 

is
 in

tr
o

d
u

ce
d

 f
o

r 
th

e 
fi

rs
t 

ti
m

e.
 N

el
so

n
 H

an
d

w
ri

ti
n

g
 p

ro
vi

d
es

 p
ra

ct
ic

e 
in

 jo
in

in
g

 u
si

n
g

 d
ia

g
o

n
al

 a
n

d
 

h
o

ri
zo

n
ta

l s
tr

o
ke

s 
as

 w
el

l a
s 

th
e 

‘b
re

ak
 le

tt
er

s’
 t

h
at

 a
re

 b
es

t 
le

ft
 u

n
jo

in
ed

. 
Th

er
e 

is
 a

n
 e

m
p

h
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 o

n
 s

p
ac

in
g
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tt

er
s 

co
n

si
st

en
tl

y 
an

d
 o

n
 k

ee
p

in
g
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sc

en
d

er
s 
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d

 d
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ce
n

d
er

s 
in
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ro

p
o

rt
io

n
.
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ea

r 
4
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u

ce
 h

an
d

w
ri
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n

g
 w

h
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h
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 c
le

ar
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n
d

 le
g
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n

d
 m
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e 
cu
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iv

e.
Th

ro
u

g
h

o
u

t 
Y

ea
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 3
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n
d
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, c

h
ild

re
n

 c
o

n
ti

n
u

e 
to

 p
ra

ct
is

e 
an

d
 d

ev
el

o
p

 t
h

ei
r 

h
an

d
w

ri
ti

n
g

 s
ki

lls
. T

h
e 

id
ea

 o
f 

w
ri

ti
n

g
 w

it
h

 a
 s

la
n

t 
is

 in
tr

o
d

u
ce

d
 f

o
r 

th
e 

fi
rs

t 
ti

m
e.

 N
el

so
n
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an

d
w
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ti

n
g
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ro

vi
d
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 p
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e 

in
 jo
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in

g
 u

si
n

g
 d

ia
g

o
n

al
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n
d

 
h

o
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n
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l s

tr
o

ke
s 
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el
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s 
th

e 
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re
ak

 le
tt

er
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 t
h

at
 a

re
 b

es
t 

le
ft

 u
n

jo
in

ed
. 

Th
er

e 
is

 a
n

 e
m

p
h

as
is

 o
n

 s
p

ac
in

g
 le

tt
er

s 
co

n
si

st
en

tl
y 

an
d

 o
n

 k
ee

p
in

g
 a

sc
en

d
er

s 
an

d
 d

es
ce

n
d

er
s 

in
 p

ro
p

o
rt

io
n

.

Y
ea

r 
5

p
ro

d
u

ce
 le

g
ib

le
, c

u
rs

iv
e 

h
an

d
w

ri
ti

n
g

 w
it

h
 in

cr
ea

si
n

g
 fl

u
en

cy
.

A
t 

Y
ea

rs
 5

–6
, N

el
so

n
 H

an
d

w
ri

ti
n

g
 c

o
n

ti
n

u
es

 t
o

 p
ro

vi
d

e 
st

ru
ct

u
re

d
 p

ra
ct

ic
e 

fo
r 

th
e 

sk
ill

s 
th

at
 h

av
e 

b
ee

n
 d

ev
el

o
p

ed
 s

o
 f

ar
. 

C
h

ild
re

n
 c

o
n

ti
n

u
e 

to
 p

ra
ct

is
e 

th
e 

jo
in

s 
an

d
 t

h
e 

b
re

ak
 le

tt
er

s,
 lo

o
ki

n
g

 a
t 

co
n

si
st

en
cy

 o
f 

si
zi

n
g

 a
n

d
 s

p
ac

in
g

. 

N
el

so
n

 H
an

d
w

ri
ti

n
g

 e
m

p
o

w
er

s 
ch

ild
re

n
 t

o
 d

ev
el

o
p

 t
h

ei
r 

o
w

n
 s

ty
le

 o
f 

h
an

d
w

ri
ti

n
g

 f
ro

m
 a

 s
ec

u
re

 b
as

e,
 c

h
o

o
si

n
g

 t
h

ei
r 

w
ri

ti
n

g
 im

p
le

m
en

t 
an

d
 s

ty
le

 a
s 

ap
p

ro
p

ri
at

e 
to

 t
h

e 
o

cc
as

io
n

.

Y
ea

r 
6

p
ro

d
u

ce
 fl

u
en

t 
an

d
 le

g
ib

le
 h

an
d

w
ri

ti
n

g
N

el
so

n
 H

an
d

w
ri

ti
n

g
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o
n

ti
n

u
es

 t
o

 d
ev

el
o

p
 w

ri
ti

n
g

 fl
u

en
cy

. S
p

ee
d

w
ri

ti
n

g
 

ch
al

le
n

g
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 h
el

p
 c

h
ild

re
n

 p
ra

ct
is

e 
au

to
m

at
ic

it
y 

an
d

 s
p

ee
d

. 

C
h
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re
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g

h
t 
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o

u
t 

th
e 

d
if

fe
re

n
ce

 in
 e

xp
ec

ta
ti

o
n

 b
et
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ee

n
 in
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rm

al
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tt

in
g
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an

d
 fi

n
al

 p
re

se
n

te
d

 v
er

si
o

n
s 

an
d

 g
iv

en
 o

p
p

o
rt

u
n

it
ie

s 
to

 p
ra

ct
is

e 
th

es
e.

 A
 

ra
n

g
e 

o
f 

co
n

te
xt

s,
 f

ro
m

 w
ri

ti
n

g
 a

d
d

re
ss

es
 t

o
 la

b
el

lin
g

 m
ap

s 
an

d
 d

ia
g

ra
m

s,
 h

el
p

 
th

em
 le

ar
n

 t
h

e 
co

n
te

xt
s 

in
 w

h
ic

h
 jo

in
ed

 o
r 

u
n

jo
in

ed
 w

ri
ti

n
g

 is
 m

o
st

 a
p

p
ro

p
ri

at
e.

W
al

es
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Ye
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u
p
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ex

p
ec

ta
ti

o
n

H
o

w
 N

el
so

n
 H

an
d

w
ri

ti
n

g
 s

u
p

p
o

rt
s 

th
es

e 
ex

p
ec

ta
ti

o
n

s

K
ey

 S
ta

g
e 

1

u
se

 a
 le

g
ib

le
 s

ty
le

 o
f 

h
an

d
w

ri
ti

n
g

.
N

el
so

n
 H

an
d

w
ri

ti
n

g
 s

u
p

p
o

rt
s 

ch
ild

re
n

 f
ro

m
 t

h
e 

ea
rl

ie
st

 s
ta

g
es

 o
f 

le
ar

n
in

g
 t

o
 

w
ri

te
. T

h
e 

co
u

rs
e 

st
ar

ts
 w

it
h

 e
ss

en
ti

al
 le

tt
er

 f
o

rm
at

io
n

 o
f 

al
l t

h
e 

lo
w

er
- 

an
d

 
u

p
p

er
-c

as
e 

le
tt

er
s.

 Le
tt

er
s 

ar
e 

g
ro

u
p

ed
 in

to
 s

et
s 

b
as

ed
 o

n
 h

o
w

 t
h

ey
 jo

in
 t

o
 o

th
er

 le
tt

er
s,

 a
n

d
 

ch
ild

re
n

 p
ra

ct
is

e 
th

es
e 

in
 a

 c
u

m
u

la
ti

ve
 m

an
n

er
.

C
h

ild
re

n
 b

eg
in

 b
y 

le
ar

n
in

g
 p

ri
n

te
d

 f
o

rm
s,

 m
o

vi
n

g
 s

w
if

tl
y 

to
 jo

in
in

g
 le

tt
er

s,
 

an
d

 le
ar

n
in

g
 w

h
ic

h
 le

tt
er

s,
 w

h
en

 a
d

ja
ce

n
t 

to
 o

n
e 

a 
n

o
th

er
, a

re
 b

es
t 

le
ft

 
u

n
jo

in
ed

. 

K
ey

 S
ta

g
e 

2

d
ev

el
o

p
 a

 s
w

if
t 

an
d

 le
g

ib
le

 s
ty

le
 o

f 
h

an
d

w
ri

ti
n

g
Th

ro
u

g
h

o
u

t 
th

e 
Se

co
n

d
 L

ev
el

 m
at

er
ia

ls
, c

h
ild

re
n

 c
o

n
ti

n
u

e 
to

 p
ra

ct
is

e 
an

d
 

d
ev

el
o

p
 t

h
ei

r 
h

an
d

w
ri

ti
n

g
 s

ki
lls

. T
h

er
e 

is
 a

n
 e

m
p

h
as

is
 o

n
 k

ee
p

in
g

 a
sc

en
d

er
s 

an
d

 d
es

ce
n

d
er

s 
in

 p
ro

p
o

rt
io

n
, a

n
d

 p
ay

in
g

 a
tt

en
ti

o
n

 t
o

 s
p

ac
in

g
. 

N
el

so
n

 H
an

d
w

ri
ti

n
g

 e
m

p
o

w
er

s 
ch

ild
re

n
 t

o
 d

ev
el

o
p

 t
h

ei
r 

o
w

n
 s

ty
le

 o
f 

h
an

d
w

ri
ti

n
g

 f
ro

m
 a

 s
ec

u
re

 b
as

e,
 c

h
o

o
si

n
g

 t
h

ei
r 

w
ri

ti
n

g
 im

p
le

m
en

t 
an

d
 s

ty
le

 a
s 

ap
p

ro
p

ri
at

e 
to

 t
h

e 
o

cc
as

io
n

.

C
h

ild
re

n
 a

re
 t

au
g

h
t 

ab
o

u
t 

th
e 

d
if

fe
re

n
ce

 in
 e

xp
ec

ta
ti

o
n

 b
et

w
ee

n
 in

fo
rm

al
 

jo
tt

in
g

s 
an

d
 fi

n
al

 p
re

se
n

te
d

 v
er

si
o

n
s 

an
d

 g
iv

en
 o

p
p

o
rt

u
n

it
ie

s 
to

 p
ra

ct
is

e 
th

es
e.

 
A

 r
an

g
e 

o
f 

co
n

te
xt

s,
 f

ro
m

 w
ri

ti
n

g
 a

d
d

re
ss

es
 t

o
 la

b
el

lin
g

 m
ap

s 
an

d
 d

ia
g

ra
m

s,
 

h
el

p
 t

h
em

 le
ar

n
 t

h
e 

co
n

te
xt

s 
in

 w
h

ic
h

 jo
in

ed
 o

r 
u

n
jo

in
ed

 w
ri

ti
n

g
 is

 m
o

st
 

ap
p

ro
p

ri
at

e.
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Ir
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