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HOW NELSON HANDWRITING WORKS
Starter Level (Reception/P1)
The Workbooks provide a structured progression throughout the course. The first units practise motor skills, 
before moving on to early letter formation. The focus of each page is clear. The online software enables 
whole-class modelling of, and child participation in, the letter and pattern formation, introducing words to 
copy and trace once the letters have been learned. 

Resource Sheets provide extra follow-up work for further practice, including cut-out practice cards with words 
from Letters and Sounds.

The Flashcards can be used for small group work, and the frieze should be displayed  prominently in  
the classroom. 

Books 1 and 2 (Y1-2/ P2-3)
The Pupil Books provide structured progression throughout the course. Each unit opens with a Focus in which 
the main objective of the lesson is clearly stated. The online software enables whole-class modelling of, and 
child participation in, the letter form or join. The Focus is then followed by Extra and Extension activities 
which increase in difficulty.

The Workbooks provide an alternative format to the Pupil Books, offering scaffolded practice for those 
children who still need the support of tracing over the letters rather than writing onto a separate sheet  
of paper.

Starter Workbook Resources and Assessment Book

Teaching software Flashcards Frieze

Pupil Book Workbook 

Teaching software Resources and Assessment Book
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Books 3 to 6 (Y3-6/ P4-7)
The Pupil Books provide structured progression throughout the course. Each unit opens with a Focus in which the 
main objective of the lesson is clearly stated. The online software (for Books 3 and 4) enables whole-class model-
ling of, and child participation in, the letter formation or join. The Focus is then followed by Extra and Extension 
activities which increase in difficulty.

The Focus Resource sheets provide consolidation and reinforcement of the basic teaching point.

The Extension Resource sheets extend and develop the writing skills linked to the unit teaching points.

The Resources and Assessment books also contain an assessment section designed to monitor the children’s 
handwriting progress, and cut-out practice cards containing words from the National Curriculum for spelling in 
England’s statutory word lists.

The Teacher’s Book fully supports all the components of Nelson Handwriting. It contains full lesson plans,  
references to separate Focus and Extension resources, as well as useful tips on how to develop and assess  
handwriting skills.

Pupil Book Focus Resource Extension Resource 
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