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Answers will vary for questions that require children to 
answer in their own words. Possible answers to most 
of these questions are given in italics.

Paper 1
 1 The statement is false; the narrator is a horse 

not a young boy. [1]
  [1] mark for including a piece of appropriate 

evidence such as, the narrator:
· states that he eats grass (line 11)
· refers to himself as a colt (line 13)
· refers to his friends as grown-up horses  

(line 14)
· states that he galloped around the field  

(line 15)
· recalls that his mother referred to his 

grandmother as having the sweetest temper 
of any horse she ever knew (line 24)

· recalls his mother’s instruction to lift his feet 
when trotting (lines 26–27)

· refers to his mother as a wise old horse  
(line 28)

· states that his mother neighed and trotted 
over to their master (line 33)

 2 Child’s answer should refer to ‘biting’ or 
‘kicking’.

 3 a called
  b woodland
  c nature
  d accommodation
 4 [1] mark each for any three of these points:

· ‘The first place that I can well remember’ (line 
1) suggests a past, therefore he isn’t a baby.

· ‘While I was young’ (line 7) suggests that he 
is no longer young.

· ‘As soon as I was old enough to eat grass’ 
(line 11) shows that he is no longer a baby.

· ‘There were six young colts in the meadow 
besides me’ (line 13) shows his age in terms 
of horse development.

· ‘They were older than I was’ (lines 13–14) 
shows his youth at that time in comparison 
with the other horses.

· ‘I have never forgotten my mother’s advice’ 
(line 28) shows he is now older than he was 
in the memory.

 5 [1] mark for each point:
· ‘They were older than I was’ (lines 13–14) 

shows the difference in age.
· ‘You have been well-bred’ (line 22) shows 

the contrast between him and the cart-horse 
colts.

· ‘well born; your father had a great name in 
these parts and your grandfather won the 
cup two years at the Newmarket races’ (lines 
22–24) shows his difference in pedigree.

 6 [1] mark each for any four of these points: 
· ‘Our master was a good, kind man’ (line 30)
· ‘He gave us good food’ (line 30)
· He gave us ‘good lodging’ (line 30)
· He gave us ‘kind words’ (line 31) 
· ‘He spoke as kindly to us as he did to his little 

children’ (line 31)
 7 Child’s answer may refer to one or more 

relevant terms such as: ‘kicking’, ‘biting’, 
‘roughness’, ‘not doing good work’, ‘not lifting 
his feet up well when trotting’.

 8 [1] mark each for any five of these points:
· To grow up gentle (line 25)
· To grow up good (line 26)
· Never to learn bad ways (line 26)
· To do his work willingly (line 26)
· To lift his feet up when trotting (lines 26–27)
· Never to bite (line 27)
· Never to kick (line 27)

 9 [1] mark each for any two of these (or similar) 
points:
· To remind him of his family (father, 

grandfather, grandmother, mother) (lines 
22–25)

· To inform him that he is well-bred/has 
breeding (line 22)

· To encourage him to behave properly, as 
other generations had done (lines 24–25)

· To explain the difference between himself and 
the cart-horse colts (lines 20–22)

· To teach him the importance of manners  
(line 22)

 10 B (lines 2–3), D (line 13), E (line 10)
 11 a I / it 
  b remember
  c first / large / pleasant / clear 
  d in / with
 12 a have 
  b think 
  c speak

Paper A
 1 [1] mark each for any three of these items:
  honey, plenty of money, five-pound note, guitar
 2 night (line 5 refers to the stars)
 3 Pussy (line 12)
 4 366 days (or 367 if it’s a leap year) (line 14)
 5 a delayed, waited 
  b fruit  
  c bird
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 6 The Owl and Pussy-cat find a pig that has a ring 
in its nose [1] and they buy the ring off him for 
one shilling [1].

 7 a–d [1] mark each for any four of these 
homophone sets:

  dear / deer; you / yew or ewe; to / two or too; 
sell / cell; for / four; your / yore; ring / wring

 8 [1/2] mark for each item listed in verse V:
  an Owl, a Cart, a pound of Rice, a Cranberry 

Tart, a hive of Bees, a Pig, green Jackdaws, 
a Monkey, 40 bottles of Ring-Bo-Ree, Stilton 
Cheese

 9 winter (verse I, line 4)
 10 [1] mark for each point (verse III):

· They wrapped their feet in a pinky paper 
(lines 33–34)

· They spent the night in a crockery-jar (line 36)
 11 a pea-green veil (verse II, line 19)
 12 [1] mark for each point (verse IV):

· They whistled (line 49)
· They sang (line 49)
· They played a coppery gong (line 50)

 13 a journey 
  b sang 
  c reckless
 14 [1/2] mark each for any six of these points:
  The Owl and the Pussy-Cat refers to:

· talking animals
· animals who go off sailing
· a guitar-playing owl
· an animal marriage

  The Jumblies:
· go out to sea in a sieve
· have green heads and blue hands
· use a tobacco pipe as a mast
· spend the night in a crockery-jar
· buy strange items such as a monkey with 

lollipop paws
  Both poems:

· include invented words (e.g. Bong-tree;  
Ring-Bo-Ree)

 15 [1/2] mark each for any four of these (or similar) 
points:

  Both poems refer to:
· a distant land
· musical instruments being played
· characters who sing
· an item that is a pea-green colour
· an owl
· a pig
· the moon
· items being purchased

Paper 3
 1 [1] mark for each correctly completed list of 

food:
  Robin – seeds, insects
  Wagtail – grubs, beetles
  Thrush – slugs, snails, mistletoe berries
  Chaffinch – wheat, oats, grass seeds
  Tree-creeper – spiders, eggs of insects
 2 Child’s answer should refer to larks crouching 

down under the banks of the cornfields.
 3 Child’s answer should refer to birds being kept 

warm by the air under their feathers.
 4 [1] mark for each point:

· A lack of food (line 29)
· Their inability to reach food due to heavy frost 

and / or snow (lines 20–21)
 5 [1] mark for each point:

· They sing to them in the summer.
· They eat insects / pests such as caterpillars, 

wire-worms, slugs and snails.
· They help to keep weeds down by eating the 

seeds.
 6 A cocoa-nut can be useful for holding water for 

birds to drink [1] (line 59) and it is also a good 
source of food for birds [1] (lines 61–62).

 7 A (line 43), D (line 7)
 8 The lapwings’ call is described as mournful 

because there is very little food around for them 
to eat [1] (line 24), causing them to travel all the 
way to the coast to find food [1] (lines 25–26).

 9 The lapwings look for food on the sands and 
mudflats at the coast [1] (lines 25–26), but they 
can only do this when the tide goes out and 
these areas become visible [1] (line 26).

 10 bustle (line 4)
 11 a When adding the ‘ing’ suffix to a root word that 

ends in an ‘e’, drop the ‘e’ then add the suffix.
  b starving (line 45) or paring (line 44)
 12 Water is more likely to freeze in a pan because 

it is a stationary object [1]. A cocoa-nut would 
swing about when birds perched on it, so the 
water inside it would move around and would 
therefore not freeze so easily [1].

 13 a drill 
  b edge
 14 This text has been written for children [1] 

because the author tells the reader to ask their 
mother to boil some potatoes [1] (line 42).

 15 B, E
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